Celebration Lutheran Church
Pastor: Sarah Toney Pianist: LeAnn Haven
15th Sunday after Pentecost Worship: 10:00am  September 6, 2026

We Gather to Encounter God

Prelude Music
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
L: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse us of all darkness by the
inspiration and action of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Brief pause for reflection

L: Gracious God,

C: ... have mercy on us. We confess that we have become lost in the
sins of our minds, hearts, and of this world. In your compassion
forgive us and deliver us from the stain of sin. Turn us again to you,
and fill us with your Spirit, so that we may love and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Earth and All Stars! #731
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - Dbals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - Dbers!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things
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1 too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!
Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



We Pray in Song: Kyrie Page 184 Hymn of Praise Page 187
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Prayer of the Day

L: O Lord God,

C: ... enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything
that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them
warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood | will require
at your hand. 2 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and
they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity,
but you will have saved your life.

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As | live, says
the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Psalm 119:33-40

33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and | shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain. R

37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach that | dread,
because your judgements are good.

40 Behold, | long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me. R

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall
not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near.
Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Alleluia

Gospel Acclamation: Page 188




Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
L: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew in the 18th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you,
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are
listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to,
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 7 If that person
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among
them.”

L: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

We Respond to God’s Word

O Christ, Our Hope # 604
Ushers Gather Prayer Requests

Hymn of the Day:
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1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How vast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3  But now the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might - y love pre - vail to  purge us
5 All  praise to you as - cend - ed Lord;  all glo - ry
s
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been paid; you reign a - bove at God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it blest through
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ho - ly love out - poured, by ho - ly love out- poured:
make us clean with - in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - ri - fied, by mer - cy pu - ri - fied.
all e - ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!
Prayers of the People

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in
unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the
needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of
transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster (especially). Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation
away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all,
especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.



Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore
broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we

carry with us. (We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is

great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good
news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks
for the nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone
before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

L: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

Greeting of Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you

We Offer Our Gifts

Offertory Hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart # 188
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pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it  from me. Re -
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store un - to me the joy of your sal - va - tion,

and up - hold me with your free Spir - it

Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: God of creation,

C: ... you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to
our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

We Share Christ’s Meal

The Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you C: And also with you

L: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion Prayers and The Story of Our Lord's Supper
10



Bread of Life from Heaven #474

The Lord’s Prayer
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. g f o
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom Qoo e e 1
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our Bread of life from heav-en, your blood and bod - y giv-en,  we
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who n _
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us Gt ¢ o b |
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from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, , _ , , <
eat this bread and drink this cup un - til youcome a - gain.
forever and ever. Amen.
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1 Break now the bread of Christ’s sac - ri - fice; giv - ing
2 Seek not the food that will  pass a - way; set  your
. 3 Love as the one who, in love  for  you, gave him -
Communion Hymns: Lamb of God Page 191 4 Dwell in the one  who now dwells in  you; make your
5 Drink of this cup and de - clare his death; eat  this
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bread and be-lieve Eas-ter morn; trust his re -turn and, with
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the Refrain
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God. .
Post-Communion Prayer
Blessing
L: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body
of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.
L: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
11 C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee # 836

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Dismissal

L: Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.

We go to love as Jesus loves us!
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