Celebration Lutheran Church L: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,

Pastor: Rev. Alan Oppelaar Pianist: Susan Gubsch and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
4" Sunday in Easter April 26, 2026 giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Prelude Music
Welcome and Announcements Gathering Hymn: Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing # 807
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We Gather to Encounter God
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.. . I Come, thou Fount of  ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to  sing  thy grace:
Thanksgiving for Baptism 2 Here 1 vraise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come™;
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L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. Oh, t grace how great a debt-or dai-ly D'm con-strained to be;

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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L: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to . . .
streams of  mer - ¢y. nev-er ceas-ing. call for songs of loud-est praise.

the Lamb! and i hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly 1o ar - rive al  home.
C: Amen let  that  grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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L: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are ; g
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the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
. . While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle le - sus  sought me when a  strang-er, wan-d'ring from the fold of God:

rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us Prone to wan - der, Lord, T feel it proneto leave the God 1 Jove.
including our beloved Columbia River. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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teach me ev - er to & - dore theey may I still thy good-ness prove.
L: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on he, t res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

. . X L. Here’s my heart, oh, take and secal it; seal it  for thy courts a - bove.
our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed
are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Greeting
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

L: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. C: And also with you.

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.



We pray in song: Kyrie Page 184
Refrain
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] For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That  we may Hve out  your i - passioned re - sponse 1o the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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no- nm -ty of all; for
bun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam -~ 1 - v for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - Iy house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. tuth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, fet us  pray to the Lord
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Hymn of Praise: This is the Feast Page 187
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Prayer of the Day

L: Almighty and eternal God,

C: ... the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive
the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
*2[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

3 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs
were being done through the apostles. ** All who believed were
together and had all things in common; ** they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had
need. “° Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being
saved.

Psalm 23
'The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
’The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
‘Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me. R
*You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
*Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. R
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
¥t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures
pain while suffering unjustly. * If you endure when you are beaten for
doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good
and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. * For to this
you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

2 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

2When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered,
he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges
justly. * He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,
having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds
you have been healed. * For you were going astray like sheep, but
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Gospel Hymn: Alleluia Page 188
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Gospel Reading: John 10:1-10
L: The holy gospel according to St. John in the 10" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a
bandit. *The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. *The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the

sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. *When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. * They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not
know the voice of strangers.” ®Jesus used this figure of speech with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate
for the sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but
the sheep did not listen to them. °| am the gate. Whoever enters by
me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. *The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.”

L: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
We Respond to God’s Word

Hymn of the Day: The Lord’s My Shepherd #778
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I The Lord’s my shep-herd; Ill not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet ~ will 1 fear no ill;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-ly fol-low me,
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in pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my  head thou dost with oil a- noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Prayers of the People

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths
of righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the
world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for
military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast
love and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and
protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.



Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice
and advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save
us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those
who are ill or injured (especially). Restore them to health of body,
mind, and spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and
form us into a community where all are honored and cared for.
Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and
now dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our
heavenly home. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

Amen.

L: Merciful God,
C: ... receive our prayer.

Greeting of Peace
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Offertory Hymn: Now All the Vault of Heaven #367 v4
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I Now all the vault of  heav'm re - sounds
2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings,
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring
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0 |
i:é)!kpl 77 - i . o = F He .
== 2 e P— H——p
o) i i T i
i - umphed! He is liv. - ing!” Sing, choirs  of
i - umphed! He is v - ing!”  Now still  he
con - quer through your @i - umph; grant grace  suf -
ti - umphed! Al - ke - k- iaP?” Be to the
0. ‘ ; ;
A [ S A P O S B
rrt—a—d e o I —# £+ o =
J i ! T
an - gels, lond and clear! Re - peat their song of glo -1y
comes to give  us life and by his pres-ence stills all
fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives we tru - ly
Fa - ther. and our Lord, © Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
0.1 , ,
s | E T ] ] E i
ey~ — tz & — e &
v & &
here: “Christ  has i - umphed! He s v - gl
strife.  “Christ  has tri - umphed! He is v - ing!”
say: “Christ has i - umphed! He i liv. - mg!”
God, all  the glo - v, nev - er end - ing!
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Merciful God,

C: ... accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of
Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world
you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

We Share Christ’s Meal

The Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you C: And also with you

L: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion Prayers and the Story of Our Lord's Supper

The Lord's Prayer

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion Hymns: As the Grains of Wheat # 465
0. Refrain
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us #789
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I Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus;  moch we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours;in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised 0 re - ceive us, poor and  sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly et usseek your fa - vor,  ear - ly ket ouws do your will
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Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed  Je-sus,  you have bought us; we are  yours.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ecar-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  stll

¢

Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus,  vou have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear uws  chil - dres when we pray
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us twn  to  youw
Biess-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love s still
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Post-Communion Prayer & Blessing

Sending Hymn:  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds # 367
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3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - Jess fove;
4 A - dor - img prais - es now we bring
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God, all  the glo - 1y, nev - er end - ing!
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Dismissal
L: Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

We Go To Love Others As Christ Loves Us!
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