Celebration Lutheran Church
Pastor: Sarah Toney Pianist: Annie Chalmers
4™ Sunday after Epiphany  Worship: 10:00am February 1, 2026

Prelude Music
Welcome and Announcements

We Gather to Encounter God
All Creation Sings Hymnal (Purple)

Gathering Hymn:

r—p—ﬁu. T I | T n . 1 | } ]
| - lli I | t —1 ; = |
% T

Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table #977

1 Look who gath - ers at  Christ’s ta - ble! Hear the sto - ries
2 Clouds of light sur - round the ta - ble; an - cient fol - low -
3 Their sad sto - ries are re - peat - ed in a  thou-sand
4 Bring your joy and bring your sad - ness, and pre - pare to
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that they bring. Some are weep -ing; some are laugh - ing;
ers ap - pear, saints con - fess - ing how  they wres - tled
dif - f'rent  ways, but  they share one  thing in com - mon:
be  sur - prised by the host whose hands are wound -ed,
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some have songs they want to sing. Oth - ers ask why they're in -
with their guilt, their doubt and fear. Pe - ter tells of his de -
they all end in thanks and praise for the host who has in -
who will o - pen wide your eyes when he bless-es bread and
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vit - ed, bur - dened by the wrong they’ve done. Christ in - sists they
ny - ing  Christ was ev -er in his  sight; Paul re - lates his
vit - ed north and south and east and west to  con-verge a -

breaks it— truth and man-na from a - bovel— and then pass - es
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all are  wel-come. There is room for ev - 'ty - one.

fruit - less  ef - forts to ob - lit - er - ate the light.

round this ta - ble, where all life s fed and blest.

wine that wa - kens in your heart the taste of love,

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who makes all things new,
whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Brief silence is kept for reflection.

L: Holy One, source of our renewal,

C: ... we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free
ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts
have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love,
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

L: Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass and new things | now declare.
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of & Christ
our Savior.

C: Amen.

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



We Pray through Song: Kyrie Page 31
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son Lord, have mer - ¢y
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Chris -te e - lei - son Christ, have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son Lord, have mer - cy.
Hymn of Praise Page 31

0 1|

[l | - ' 1 P —— T
b —r E! N R I R
v 8 |~
1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho -1ly  name.
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QOurs be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God,

Prayer of the Day

L: Holy God,

C: ... you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

First Lesson: Micah 6:1-8
! Hear what the LoRD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
’Hear, you mountains, the case of the LoORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
*For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lorp.”
® “With what shall | come before the LorD
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
"Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
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8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Psalm 15
! Lorp, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
>Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart; R
*they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who
fear the Lorp.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their
word.
>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take
bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. R

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
¥ The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. YForit
is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
2®\Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews ask for signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, 2 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, **but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. % For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s
weakness is stronger than human strength.
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26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. ?’ But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; %8 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not, to abolish things that are, %50 that no one might boast in the
presence of God. %1 contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification
and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia Page 33
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Al-le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Repeat alleluia
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20
L: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew in the 5 chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2And he began to speak and
taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

% “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

" “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

10 «Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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11 «Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. *? Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

L: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

We Respond to God’s Word

Hymn of the Day: Build a Longer Table #1062
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a high - er wall,

2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;

3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long - er fence.

4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - ¢y  will not fail.
Love pro - tects  all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - ‘er, strang-er turns (o friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail  wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all  must find a home.

Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our
home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it
may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ
crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries
(faith-based organizations may be named). Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We
pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents.
Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with
integrity and respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation.
Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious activists who are
reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of
persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring
orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any
way (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and
youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who
journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

L: Merciful God,
C: ...receive our prayer.



Greeting of Peace The Great Thanksgiving

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

C: And also with you. L: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.

We Offer Our Gifts C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise to the Lord!

Presentation Hymn: Come and See # 976 Communion Prayers and the story of our Lord’s Supper
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S S~ L L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
What are you look - ing for? Come,

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

& B | glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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see, come and see. What are you L i ,
— Distribution of Our Lord’s Supper
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L: God of grace, mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the  sin of the
C: ... in response to your promise of life, we offer our life. In response 0.
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to your promise of light, we offer our light. In response to your
promise of love, we offer our love. In response to all of your .
promises, we offer our gifts; through Christ our Lord. Amen. world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

We Share in Christ’s Meal
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We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW #479
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
Post-Communion Prayer and Blessing
Sending Hymn: Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW #669
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seck the paths which Christ has  trod;
0ud . R .
[ A . TNl I I | I [ | [ | 1 II
v |
J | = - T .
Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
Dismissal

L: Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

We Go to Love as Jesus Loves Us!
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