Celebration Lutheran Church

Pastor: Sarah Toney
3" sunday after Epiphany

Pianist: Susan Gubsch

Worship: 10:00am

January 25, 2026

Prelude Music

Welcome and Announcements

We Gather to Encounter God

Confession and Forgiveness

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

L: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Brief silence is kept for reflection.

L: Holy One, source of our renewal,

C: ... we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free
ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts
have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love,
forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of

your holy name. Amen.

L: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new
things | now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in

the name of * Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Listen, God Is Calling #513
Refrain
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1 Je - sus gave his man-date: share the  good news
2 Let none be for - got - ten through - out the world.
3 Help us to be faith- ful, stand - ing stead - fast,
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that he came to save us and set us free.
In the tri-une name of God go and bap - uze.
walk-ing in your pre - cepts, led by your  Word.

Greeting

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



We Pray through Song: Kyrie
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
04 — —
| " A ITHAF BN | | | [— | [ L | I N I |
| I | | | | N1 N I | _mm z 4 i |
D R — I r S |
7 = & = 1 il |
7 I T ~ o _—G
Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
0wt  ——— pr——
f | I p— | i n —_—
| I P S T— f ———
1 e e ———— — — — -
1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Hymn of Praise Page 187
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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Prayer of the Day

L: Lord God,

C: ... your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of
goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Hear God’s Word

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-4
There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former
time [the LorD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of
the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
’The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
*For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Psalm 27 1, 4-9
' THE Lorb is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LoRrbD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
“One thing | ask of the LorD; one thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the Lorb all the days of my life;
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lorp and to seek God in the temple.

>For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high
upon a rock.
® Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround
me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of
rejoicing; | will sing and make music to the Lorb. R
"Hear my voice, O LorD, when | call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lorp, | will seek.
?Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in
anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O
God of my salvation. R

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
O Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no
divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same mind
and the same purpose. * For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s
people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.
2\What | mean is that each of you says, “l belong to Paul,” or “I belong
to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “l belong to Christ.” B Has
Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul? **1 thank God that | baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius, 350 that no one can say that you were baptized in
my name. %) did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond
that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else. Y For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.
¥ For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.



Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia Page 188
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23
L: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew in the 4™ chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

2 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. > He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 450 that what had been
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
154 and of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
7 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.”
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon,
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishers.

19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of
people.” *° Immediately they left their nets and followed him. %* As he
went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending
their nets, and he called them. % Immediately they left the boat and
their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every

disease and every sickness among the people.

L: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

We Respond to God’s Word



Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me # 798
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kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev. - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our
home.

A brief silence.

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the
gospel to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and
deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for
the gift of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s
resources with all inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the
measure of Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly
condemned. We pray for those in authority (local and national officials
may be named). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any
who are sick (especially). We pray for all who are affected by natural
disasters (individuals or situations may be named). Provide for their
needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ.
Nurture in us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one
another as you love us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us
until we come at last into the communion of all your saints in light.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

L: Merciful God,
C: ...receive our prayer.
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Greeting of Peace

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Presentation Hymn: As With Gladness Men of Old #302v.1
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-‘ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea-sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Liberating God,

C: .... you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful
power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we
magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

We Share in Christ’s Meal
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The Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise to the Lord!

Communion Prayers and the story of our Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Prayer

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Our Lord’s Supper

Communion Hymns: Lamb of God Page 191
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Amazing Grace #779
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 'Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.

Post-Communion Prayer and Blessing

Sending Hymn: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ # 674
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1 Let us tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-kenand seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-'ry-where!
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
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Dismissal
L: Goin peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God!

We Go to Love as Jesus Loves Us!
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